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Analyzing the love life of Janie.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Novel "Their eyes are watching God" by Zora Hurston makes use of a figurative language that helps in developing various themes. Among the major themes in the Novel, include love, personal freedom, gender roles, judgment, among others. The Novel revolves around Janie Crawford and her desire to find unconditional love. In her quest for true love, Janie faces challenges. In Novel, Hurston vividly makes the reader picture a rural setting at the beginning of the 20th century. The Novel places its primary focus on Janie Crawford, who is the protagonist and a heroine of her own story. Through her, the themes of desire, independence and love are represented through her interaction with characters such as Nanny, Logan Killicks, Joe Starks and Tea Cake. Janie's interaction and the search for love help in answering some of the key questions as follows.
Hurston utilizes the use of figurative language in the character development of Janie. Metaphors are an example of a figurative language that contains a comparison. In the story, the image of the horizon is a metaphor that signifies Janie's hope for finding love. As a young girl, Janie used to climb a pear tree to familiarize herself with the surrounding, and in the process, she saw the horizon. Janie viewed her life like a great tree having leaves and branches (8). She desires to travel to the horizon, and attain her desires. In her search for love, Janie is married to Logan Killicks, a marriage which is arranged by Nanny, her grandmother. Nanny saw Logan as the perfect man for Janie as he was financially stable (Bailey 328). Logan had a 60-acre piece of land which he used for farming as well as a big house. For Nanny, that was the perfect man for Logan. Through Janie, we understand that Logan was unattractive and old 
The dreams of Logan Killicks were different from those of Janie. Janie desired to find a man who would genuinely love her while Logan marries her as a replacement of the first wife. For the first year, Logan pampers Janie with love but later he follows his desires and plans. He continues practicing farming as well as performing the duties he through were his. He chops firewood and fills the water buckets. The dreams of Logan was to find a wife who would assist him in his farming practices and do what he commands her. The love from Logan turns out to be the opposite of what Janie wanted (Bloom et al. 78). Janie wants the kind of love where Logan would clean her feet and trim her toenails. Janie's passion for Logan starts fading as she regrets marrying such an old and boring husband. Janie's desire to explore the world outside the gates of Logan makes her meet Joe Starks. After meeting Joe for a while, Janie becomes fond of him. In the process of Joe building his career, he wants to move to Eatonville, a town that is governed by black people. He tells Janie about it, and she runs with him to the new town.
Joe Starks dream is different from that of Janie. Having been working for White people, he decided to move to a new town that is fully controlled by black people. He purchases land where he builds a grocery store that turns to be lucrative. He is later elected to be the mayor of the town. His love towards Janie turns out not to be true following his new position as the mayor. The speech after Joe had been elected as the mayor portrayed his perception of women. The people of the town suggest that Janie as the wife to the mayor be given a chance to speak, but Joe refuses claiming that women had no place in such occasions (Bailey 318). At the grocery, Joe wanted Janie to cover her hair with a hair rag. Joe was jealous of other men talking and even looking at her wife. Joe also beat Janie claiming that she had not prepared the meals properly. It is through such events that we find out that Joe Starks was self-centered, abusive as well as viewing Janie as his possession. Later, Janie confronts Joe while lying in his death bed telling him that he never loved her the way she was. After the death of Joe, Janie views herself to be independent again.
After the death of Joe, Janie meets Tea Cake, a man that helps in the personality development of Janie. Unlike Logan and Joe, Tea Cake was a different man; he loved Janie for who she was. It was about time, Janie had found the true love she was looking for. Janie describes Tea Cake as a man who disregarded social class as he interacted with everyone; he had a positive attitude. Janie also felt comfortable while around Tea Cake (White 117). While working in the fields, Tea Cake and Janie were happy together, dancing and enjoying the freedom of one another. Tea Cake also allowed Janie to gossip with the neighbor's something which made Janie enjoy her freedom again. Tea Cake also taught Janie skills such as shooting and fishing, things that caused her to enjoy their love. The dream of Tea Cake matched that of Janie in finding true love despite Janie shooting her after being infected with Rabies.
The horizon symbolizes hope. The Novel represents a society where differences among the whites and the blacks existed. With regards to the horizon, the blacks have different expectation as compared to the whites. The Nanny who represents the black believes that Julien should be married to a man who will protect her. Having experienced slavery, Nanny views women to be vulnerable and therefore, they need protection (White 87). As a result, she arranges the marriage for her grandchild to Logan, who has wealth and the ability to protect her even though Logan was old. Janie as well has hopes of finding love as symbolized by the horizon. In finding her true love, she undergoes challenges as well as become a strong woman. The whites, on the other hand, exposes the blacks to slavery and discrimination. Mrs. Turner, a white woman, represents discrimination that exists among the races. She sees nothing good in Tea Cake because of being black. On the contrary, she likes Janie as she is biracial.
Janie encounters challenges in her three marriages as well as in loving herself. In her first marriage with Logan, Janie experiences to what did not fit to her notion of love. Logan being old and ugly, he did not give Janie the love a young girl would expect. She finds him dull, not being able to wash her feet. In loving Joe Starks, Janie finds out that Joe is not the loving man she thought. He is more concerned in his political image, and he thought Janie was a perfect lady to be the wife of the mayor. He did not even want Janie to socialize with other people, "Joe had forbidden her to indulge" (Zora 50). In an occasion, Joe abused Janie, claiming that she had not prepared the meal properly. Joe also wishes death upon Janie after she confronted him for not loving her. Tea Cake, on the other hand, was addicted to gambling and one day he took $200 that belonged to Janie using it to party. Janie also faced a challenge in loving herself. Having been raised without a mother, she always desired love and affectionate. She as well yearned for the love between a bee and a blossom. At a young age of 16 years of age, her grandmother had already arranged a marriage for her. Entering into marriage in the hopes of finding love was a great challenge she subjected to herself. At that age, she knew nothing, yet she expected to find happiness in being married (Johnson et al. 217).
Janie's journey to the horizon was fulfilling. Despite the three marriages, she Janie finds the love that can be compared to that of a bee and a blossom. She got married to Tea Cake, an affectionate man. In the narration, Janie says that Tea Cake could be a bee to a blossom (Zora 101). Tea Cake was not preoccupied with the traditional beliefs concerning gender roles. As a search, she taught Janie how to shoot. The journey can as well be considered achieving through the experience she had with Joe and Logan. Janie became a strong woman. For instance, during the funeral of Tea Cake, she wears blue overalls as she does not care what people think. Previously, he attended the funeral of Joe dressed in black based on their tradition. Janie also portrayed the heroine when she was able to shoot Tea Cake while defending herself.
The Novel has been able to develop significant themes such as love and affection, discrimination, gender roles, suffering, among others that resulted in understanding Janie's journey. The Novel has also made use of a figurative language such as metaphors and symbols. The comparison of the horizon and the love journey that Janie was to undertake was expressed as a metaphor. The love between a bee and a blossom is used to represent the love that Janie yearns for. Janie experienced some challenges in her three marriages, some of which made her develop into a strong woman. By becoming a strong woman who is independent and free to do that she thought was right to convince the writer that the journey by Janie was satisfying.
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